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1 Senate Bill No. 49
2 (By Senator Yost)
3

4 [Introduced January 14, 2015; referred to the Committee on Banking and Insurance; and then to

5 the Committee on the Judiciary.]

10 A BILL to amend and reenact §23-4-1g of the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, relating
11 to weighing of evidence; and providing for liberal weighing of the evidence during any part
12 of workers’ compensation claim.

13 Be it enacted by the Legislature of West Virginia:

14 That §23-4-1g of the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, be amended and reenacted
15 to read as follows:

16 ARTICLE 4. DISABILITY AND DEATH BENEFITS.

17 §23-4-1g. Weighing of evidence.
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12 A claim for compensation filed pursuant to this chapter shall be decided on its merit.

13 Because statutes governing workers’ compensation are remedial in nature they shall be liberally

14 construed during all stages of the claims process. Therefore, the claimant is entitled to the benefit

15 of all reasonable inferences to be drawn in support of his or her claim.

NOTE: The purpose of this bill is to provide a liberal weighing of the evidence for workers’s
compensation claims during any part of the workers’ compensation claim.

Strike-throughs indicate language that would be stricken from the present law, and
underscoring indicates new language that would be added.



